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Background to PREP
Promoting sustainable energy and resource efficiency

Sustainable development depends on the efficient use of resources, and specifically on the
widespread use of clean, renewable energy. Present use of energy shapes climate change, many
aspects of human health and causes the depletion of ecologies worldwide. As the global population
rises and more countries see the advantages of economic growth, these challenges will increase.
There has never been a greater need for a practical guide to efficient use of resources.

Resource productivity strategies and policies have resulted in environmental gains that translate into
fewer resources used per unit of product or service, contributing to a factor 4/10 resource efficiency
goal. It is clear that decrease in unit resource use can easily be neutralised, if the global amount of
resource use rises. In this way, the problem of preventing depletion in the natural capital needs to be
viewed from a different perspective. Here efforts have to be directed at achieving the highest possible
wealth with the lowest possible input of resources.

However, significant improvements and innovations representing tremendous opportunities have been
achieved in the last decades.

PREP seeked to overcome potential barriers by promoting projects where resources, and especially
renewable energies, have been used to provide an economically, socially and environmentally sound
future.

Objectives
PREP objectives

PREP had the key objectives of publishing and promoting good practice in sustainable energy and
resource efficiency. It is probable that a successful project in one part of the globe can lead to new
ideas and improved ways of developing and implementing similar projects in other areas of the world.

PREP focused on one important topic in sustainable energy and resource efficiency over a selected
number of months. All good practice projects were reviewed independently and up to 5 of each topic
have been published in brochures. Additionally, the chosen projects received a grant of 500 Euros.
This amount has been used to foster and support the projects.

By doing this, successful projects received the publicity they deserve and additionally, useful ideas for
people in other countries to improve the efficient and sufficient use of resources are provided.

Sharing Knowledge for Developing Appropriate Solutions

As many different technological / organisational options exist, the demands vary region wise and also
differ with culture. Consequently, the options which fit best to the local demands have to be identified
and implemented target-driven and effectively. This can be facilitated by sharing knowledge of
successful options of good practice in different parts of the world and foster their locally adapted
implementation.
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PREP Main Activities

e Online and brochure publications of up to 5 good practice projects

* Promotion of additional good practice examples to a wide audience through WISIONS access to
decision-makers, scientists and market influencers

* PREP brochures have been promoted to relevant stake-holders from government to economy and
science

Practical proof that sustainable development works - presented in a format that helps replicate
success

Criteria
Criteria for being published by PREP

Any body, company, or organisation was eligible to submit successful project summaries. All types of
successful good practice, in any forms of energy and resource efficiency or sufficiency have been
considered. Those that demonstrated most promising how to use or harness resources in practical
and cost-effective ways were selected for presentation.

The fields of interest depicted in the background text for the certain topic had to be considered, though
other related and sustainable alternatives were not excluded.

The outline of the “good practice project” had to be such, that a quick evaluation of the project quality
and the core project details, as well as its replicability in projects of other regions, could have been
applied.

Main criteria

Using a key number of internationally accepted criteria, WISIONS assessed all projects having applied
for promotion. The main consideration was their successful implementation, energy and resource
efficiency. PREP applied a set of criteria used in selecting projects with strategically relevant examples
of good practice. The following were the main 5 criteria for being accepted for publication:

* Project success

To be considered, any project had to be already implemented and the benefits of the project had
to be clear and recognisable. The project also had to be relevant for the current focus of the
resource efficiency topic, which changed regularly.

* The replicability of the good practice for other related projects

The project had to be such, that its good practice example(s) could be put to effective use in other
forms of projects in other regions of the world. This means, factors such as the basic conditions of
the project, including national characteristics, the types and numbers of project participants, the
levels of investment costs, etc. were considered.

e Economic and technical viability
Important for the positive evaluation of the good practice project was further an efficient use of the
financial resources and the invested time. Suitable data to confirm the explanation was welcome.
* Innovation in solving market, technological or other challenges

The objectives of the project had to be achieved and realised using either innovative or very
effective good practice procedures. All additional relevant data to support and confirm the good
practice project details was welcome.
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Durability and sustainability

Regarding the overriding objective, a financial as well as a technological projects’ durability was of
importance. Effective dematerialization strategies, as well as increased resource productivity of
products and services was taken into account. It had to be clear whether the project led to actual
reductions by substitution or diminution of resources or to potential reductions.

Furthermore, the project should not have had any serious ecological side effects within other ranges.

Additional Criteria

As the goal of sustainable development required an integrated approach, some additional criteria were
also applicable:

Social aspects such as gender issues and poverty reduction

If the project addressed the life of women where they are disadvantaged or burdened because of
their sex, the project was considered to have added value. WISIONS understands poverty in an
integrated not merely economic way that focuses on serving the basic needs of the poor (such as
providing or improving water supply, cooking facilities, etc.). Therefore, if the project has made a
proven positive contribution to poverty reduction, this was an additional argument in favour of the
project.

Inclusion of local population/structures

The inclusion of the local population and structures in the project could help address essential
problems and thus improved the practical relevance of the project. Additionally, capacity building
also was considered of good value.

Employment potential

Employment potential generated through a possible extension of the project may create economic
impetus and thus help integrate ecological and economic objectives, which are crucial for fostering
sustainable development. Securing existing jobs or the creation of new production capacity also
were seen as an additional positive effect of the project.

Co-operation with other stake-holders

Existing contacts to other stake-holders helped in multiplying the project and its positive impacts.




