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For more information about WISIONS and relevant
application form for SEPS, please visit the website at:
www.wisions.net

Wuppertal Institute for Climate, 
Environment and Energy
Doeppersberg 19
42103 Wuppertal
Germany

Email:   info@wisions.net
Phone:  + 49 (0) 202 . 24 92 252

Criteria  for support

Everyone active in the field of energy efficiency
and renewable energies can put forward their
project for consideration. WISIONS has a set of
criteria used in selecting appropriate sustainable
projects and relevant forms of support. These are
essentially:

Technical viability of the project
Economic feasibility 
Local and global environmental benefits
Marketability and replication possibilities
on a wider scale
Project must also have a sound implemen- 
tation strategy

Additionally will be considered:

Social and gender aspects 
Employment potential
Co-operation with other stakeholders
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www.wis ions.net© Wuppertal Institute 2004. All rights reserved



The need for Sustainable  Energy
Project  Support 

Energy is essential, be it for cooking, lighting, or in-
dustrial application. However, people have yet to learn
how best to use natural resources. Sustainable develop-
ment depends on efficient use of resources, and specifi-
cally on a widespread use of clean and renewable ener-
gy. Broad use on fossil fuels threatens climate and
health with dangerous emissions, leading to high social
and economic costs. At the same time still more than 
2 billion people do not have access to sufficient energy. 

As global population rises and the world economy
grows, challenges will only get larger. A simple copy 
of conventional approaches would trigger them.
Therefore intelligent, sustainable energy projects of 
strategic global importance need to be implemented
and promoted.

SEPS objectives

Realistic visions and concepts of effective projects for
sustainable energy exist, but much needed implementa-
tion sometimes fails. SEPS has the key objectives of
identifying those projects with the real potential to be
of strategic importance in renewable and efficient use
of energy. 
By providing technical and other support, SEPS seeks 
to overcome the barriers and will help clean and effi-
cient energy become commonplace. 

Projects supported must be innovative, sustainable and
be able to be replicated in other parts of the world.
They have to be in a state ready for implementation
and a well-developed implementation strategy must
exist.

Background to WISIONS

Sustainable development is possible. Numerous innova-
tive and valuable contributions from different countries,
fields and institutions have shown an appropriate
reconciliation of economic, ecological and social factors
is not unrealistic utopia.

We have made a promising start, but the greatest chall-
lenge still facing us in the 21st century is to learn how
to use the world's resources more efficiently, and in an
ecologically sound and socially balanced way. It is the-
refore necessary to foster projects of potential strategic
global importance by supporting them so they can be
implemented locally. Examples of good practice need to
be actively promoted to a wider audience.

The focus of  WISIONS

WISIONS is an initiative of the Wuppertal Institute for
Climate, Environment and Energy, carried out with the
support of the Swiss-based foundation Pro-Evolution to
foster practical sustainable energy projects. 

WISIONS provides consulting and support to ensure the
potential seen in visions of renewable energy and ener-
gy efficiency can become mature projects through its
Sustainable Energy Project Support: 
SEPS

WISIONS also promotes good practice in resource effi-
ciency through its publication of relevant successful
projects in its Promotion of Resource Efficiency
Projects:
PREP

SEPS activities  and benefits

The most promising renewable and energy efficiency
concepts are selected using transparent analysis
based on internationally recognised criteria. Once a
project is selected, SEPS can provide additional gui-
dance and support, for example: 

Practical expert advice and knowledge transfer 
for an effective implementation 
Potential financial support to assist with project
implementation
Support for obtaining additional funding
Promotion to relevant institutions, decision
makers and scientists
Publication on www.wisions.net

For the last 10 years, the Wuppertal Institute for
Climate, Environment and Energy has been one of
the main players in sustainable development world-
wide. It has established contacts to relevant political
bodies and one of its main focuses has been rene-
wable energy and energy efficiency. As an integral
part of the Institute, WISIONS has access to a multi-
disciplinary group of experienced international scien-
tists, technicians, and consultants working in this
field.


